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Press aide reads Hanoi statement ; Bunker hails bombing halt. 



Secretary Rusk chooses a questioner at a news conference. 



States had said. There was uncertainty whether the 
repetition of some American phrases could be taken to 
indicate agreement with United States contentions. 

It was evident last night that a mass of rival con- 
tentions and contradictory statements are in prospect 
before the Paris talks get down to serious consideration 
of how to reach a political settlement. 

Rusk’s Hard Line 

Rusk, who warned newsmen at a press conference, 
that “we could be disappointed,” took a very hard posi- 
tion on future negotiations. It amounted to a reiteration 
of his long-held and often-stated position that the way 
to end the conflict was for the North Vietnamese to end 
their “aggression” against South Vietnam and bring 
their troops home. 

He promised, in return, that under the Manila Con- 
ference formula American troops also would be pulled 
out. He offered no sign that the United States is pre- 
pared for the political compromise which many feel is 
the only way to wind up the war. 

It was evident from the Saigon reports that the Thieu 
regime was both unhappy over the bombing halt and 
uncertain of where it may lead, despite American ef- 
forts to paint Saigon as in full step with Washington. 

On the other side, a report from Phnom Penh, Cam- 
bodia, indicated that the National Liberation Front, 
the political arm of the Vietcong likewise was unhappy 
at the indications that Hanoi had agreed to sit down 
with its enemy, the Saigon government. 

These problems sprang from the fuzzy nature of the 
secret Washington-Hanoi talks in recent weeks in which 
the United States had to accept a sense of North Viet- 
nam’s attitude rather than any agreement committed 
to paper with signature. Likewise Hanoi now is operat- 
ing on the basis of American statements plus the one 
hard action of the Presidential order to halt the 
bombing. 

The big question thus is whether this arrangement, 
one of the most jerry built in American diplomatic his- 
tory, can stand the strain of the pull and haul on the 
rival sides. 

Doubts on Meeting 

In Paris Ambassador W. Averell Harriman comment- 
ed that he was not at all certain that South Vietnam 
could get a delegation together in time for the meet- 
ing. This was repeated in Washington. To some it 
seemed to be an American hedge against further objec- 
tions from Thieu about what may lie ahead. 

Some Saigon officials grumbled that what they con- 
sidered President Johnson’s haste was based on a desire 
to .help the Presidential candidacy of Hubert Hum- 
phrey. That same theme was heard yesterday in com- 
ments by Republican leaders here at home. 

Administration officials, Rusk included, swore that 
no political considerations has entered into the deci- 
sion. President Johnson himself flew off to Texas 
until after the Tuesday election. 

The reaction from the allies in the Vietnam war was 
generally favorable though cautious. Other reaction 
around the world was generally hopeful, sometimes 
enthusiastic, that the bombing halt would open the 
way to peace. 




